
 

  

In 1904 a postal clerk in Denmark, named Einar Holboell, devised a plan for selling special stamps 
at Christmas to indicate to others that users had given charitably to some worthy cause. It seems to be a 
modern equivalent of ancient Christian giving to the needy, when none were turned away at the door 
during the Christmas season. In the United States the cause most closely associated with seals is the 
gathering of money for the fight against tuberculosis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


